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A Word From Your Interim Pastors 
It is that �me 

of the year 

when Taylor 

Road and sur-

rounding 

roads turn 

into a rainbow 

of colors.  

Everywhere you look you will see cars 

with flags flying in the  breeze.  Beau-

�ful flags of orange, blue, red,  white 

and many other colors li"ing up the 

school spirit of colleges and universi-

�es.  Symbols that bring enthusiasm 

and excitement to football fans. 

I feel there is another symbol that we 

should be sharing with the communi-

ty and the world.  A symbol that is not 

on the window of our cars but on the 

spirit of our hearts.  It is the gi" of joy 

and laughter in our lives. 

Maybe all of us should spend more 

�me displaying the gi" of joy and 

laughter to those around us.  To cele-

brate life of rejoicing in the Lord.  For 

it is Jesus who brings joy to the world. 

I went through the gospel of Ma,hew 

in the New Testament and began 

wri�ng down on the side, smile or 

laugh, whenever I thought there was 

a smile or laugh. I discovered that 

sixty �mes Jesus was bringing a smile 

and laughter to people.  Sixty �mes! 

The scriptures really affirm that we 

should rejoice in the Lord.  The rea-

sons are endless.  There is joy sur-

rounding Jesus’ birth when the angel 

announced, “Fear not, for behold I 

bring you good �dings of great joy.”  

This is the �me of year that we emphasize and seek 

addi�onal par�cipa�on for the Permanent Fund/

Legacy Builders program.  The Permanent Fund was 

started in 2008 with an ini�al investment of $33,100.  

The balance of the account now is $66,638.  Last year 

we started Legacy Builders to enhance the growth of 

our Permanent Fund.  Because of Legacy Builders  

end-of-life planning, contribu�ons to the Permanent 

Fund will increase by $15,521 in 2014 and another 

$15,521 in 2015.  We have 11 Legacy Builders and  

our goal for this year is to increase the number of 

Legacy Builders by 100%. The permanent fund  

trustees will have a display table in the Great Hall for 

the next couple of weeks to provide addi�onal  

informa�on or answer ques�ons. 
 

Thanks in advance for your interest and par�cipa�on. 

 

Blessings, 

Permanent Fund Trustees 

Legacy Builders are building a bridge  

between today and tomorrow for First 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ),  

Montgomery. 

Permanent Fund 

Legacy Builders There was joy at the Lord’s Supper 

for Jesus said, “These things I have 

spoken unto you...that your joy 

may be full.”  Jesus spoke of joy 

also when He said, “You shall be 

filled with sorrow, but your sorrow 

will be turned into joy.”  I am sure 

that Jesus could not have said 

these words without a smile on His 

heart. 

We may be in desperate �mes, but 

we must remember the joy that 

God has given us in Jesus Christ, 

who says: “I go to prepare a place 

for you...I will come again and  

receive you into Myself; that where 

I am there you may be also.”  Here 

is the ul�mate source of our joy.  

The assurance that God is oper-

a�ng in the universe and that each 

step brings us a step closer to the  

eternal joys which He prepares for 

us. 

Should we rejoice?  Indeed!  Let us 

go into the world and cheer others 

up with God’s glad �dings of great 

joy in Christ Jesus.  It is our joy, our 

cheerfulness, our laughter that 

shows the world that life is Christ is 

worthwhile. Surely when people 

come to see that we really do  

enjoy God, that we really do rejoice 

in the Lord, then they will begin to 

think more of us, of our faith and 

of our God. 

Edd and Mary Pat Spencer 

Sabba	cal Interims 

 



Moderator Report Church-wide Trip 

By the �me you read this, we will have celebrated 

Halloween, the gateway into the holiday season. Next 

on the horizon is Thanksgiving and FCC has a great 

deal to be thankful for. Pastor Susan has hopefully 

been revitalized during her sabba�cal and will be  

welcomed back on the twel"h.  We have been 

blessed for ten weeks by the presence and support of  

Reverends Edd and Mary Pat Spencer.  As we come 

to the end of what has been an evenIul year, it is 

�me to look forward to what our immediate, and not 

so immediate, future holds. That means it is �me for 

our Annual Planning Event (APE).  This year’s APE will 

be held on Wednesday, November 20, beginning at 

6:15 p.m.  

The APE is our opportunity to discuss where we have 

been, where we are now, and using those truths as a 

backdrop, where we need to be moving. We will  

revisit our strategic plan and assess how it needs to 

be nuanced to be,er meet our current needs.  

Because of that, we need to have as many members 

of the congrega�on present as is possible. There is an 

old saying that “we make be,er decisions than me” 

and that is par�cularly true in this instance. The  

decisions made in the APE should be reflec�ve of the 

desires of the en�re congrega�on and not just a few 

members; but that can only happen if you are there. 

So I am respecIully asking you to mark November 20 

on your calendars and join us for the APE. Our future 

as a congrega�on, and as members of God’s family, 

will be enhanced by your presence. 

On a more personal note, this will be my last entry in 

the Messenger as your Moderator. Admi,edly, my 

two year term has been equal parts challenge and 

blessing. I just want to thank each of you for the  

honor and opportunity you have provided me.  May 

God con�nue to bless us all.    

Tony Thacker 

Moderator 

  Hello church family!  

We are in the process of plan-

ning a trip to “Explora�ons in 

An�quity” in LaGrange, Georgia 

on Saturday, December 21st. 

This center is a living museum of 

Biblical life, through archeologi-

cal replicas, a Biblical meal,  

village and more. In December, 

they also offer two special 

presenta�ons, “Follow the  

Shepherd Walk” and a light 

show. We will arrive in LaGrange 

4:00 Eastern �me (3:00 Central), 

and will begin with a 30 minute 

museum tour. At 4:30, we will 

begin an hour and a half teaching 

meal. At 6:00, the Follow the 

Shepherd tour will begin, and 

conclude with the light show. We 

should be finished by 8:15  

Eastern �me. 

 

The cost including the meal  

is only $36 per person! They can 

accommodate between 30 to 35 

people in a group. It will be a fun, 

informa�ve and meaningful 

Christmas adventure!  Please 

sign up at the Informa	on 

Desk!! 

  

Deborah Batson 

  

You are invited to a Welcome 

Home Celebraon Dinner for 

Pastor Susan on Wednesday 

night, November 13th in the 

Great Hall.  This will be a  

potluck.  We encourage every-

one to bring their favorite dish 

as a “gi" of hospitality” to share 

with our church family.  We also 

encourage everyone to be here 

on or before 5:30.  Pastor Susan 

will arrive at 5:45. 

There will be a short program 

as we officially welcome our 

Pastor home, a"er which we 

will eat.  As part of the celebra-

�on, you will have the oppor-

tunity to write your personal 

welcome home message to  

Susan for her to keep.  Mark 

your calendars now for 

Wednesday, November 13 at 

5:30 as we prac�ce our First 

Chris�an Hospitality on our Pas-

tor as she returns from Sabba�-

cal. 

 

Youth – Grades 6
th

 through 12
th

 

We are having a youth party on November 3rd at  5:30 

p.m. at the home of Emma Colson.  We have a lot in 

store and are looking forward to geOng to know you 

be,er and for us all to know each other be,er.   We 

are encouraging you to invite your friends – the more 

the merrier. 

Edd and Mary Pat Spencer 

Youth Party Scheduled 

Welcome Home  
Celebration 

November 13th 



Disciples Door to Door will be visi�ng 

Crowne Health Care on Saturday,  

November 16th at 9:00 a.m.  We will meet 

at Crowne at 1837 Upper Wetumpka Road, 

Montgomery, AL.  As usual, small dogs are 

welcome to help us meet and greet. 

November will be a great �me to show our nursing home 

residents that we love and care about them. 

Disciples Door to Door 

Pastor Diane’s Thought 

Music Notes 
The choir has started prac�cing the Christmas music and 

we urge you to come and learn with us.   We have books 

and listening CDs and welcome anyone who would like to 

join. We prac�ce on Wednesday evenings from 7:15 - 8:30 

pm.  
 

Don't hold back. Come and share the singing talent God 

has given you.  God loves singing and for us to make a  

joyful noise. 
 

We are also prac�cing for Thanksgiving.  Maybe you want 

to sing with us for that service.   
 

Come be a part of the choir. 

 

Bobbie Morris, Music Director 

November is the �me we especially give thanks for our 

families and friends. We are thankful for every person in 

this congrega�on who gives of their �me, talent and 

love to this church.  Many of you come by during the 

week to see what is needed. Some of you do repairs, 

work in our garden to keep it beau�ful, clean the refrig-

erator, pack and unpack food, prepare meals, and work 

in the office, run errands and so much more. Most of 

you go unno�ced, but never to God. 

As we enter the season of Thanksgiving and as we reflect 

on our blessings, perhaps you too would like to share 

your �me and talents for our church. As you count your 

blessings perhaps you would consider visi�ng a shut-in, 

sending cards to those who are ill or have not been able 

to come to church. Maybe you would like to thank our 

church school teachers, our Worship and Wonder and  

Following Jesus teams, nursery workers, music leaders and 

the list goes on. Thanksgiving is our opportunity to say Thank 

you. 

In November we look forward to Pastor Susan’s return and 

expressing our thanks and apprecia�on to her. So be thinking 

of crea�ve ways we can express our thanksgiving for her  

ministry. We will celebrate her homecoming on November 13 

at our Fellowship dinner. 

Last but not least, we give thanks to Almighty God for all our 

many blessings. May we all take �me to thank and give praise 

to the One who gave His all for us.  

Thank – FULL-ness, 

Pastor Diane 

 

Love Your Neighbor Food Ministry 
Again this Thanksgiving 

Season, you will have  

an opportunity to help  

prepare and serve our Food 

Ministry Recipients a  

wonderful Thanksgiving 

meal.  We will also have our 

regular food distribu�on.  

Our own Dave Wheatcro" 

and Sandra Cusey will be 

cooking the meal, but we 

will need volunteers as  

follows. 

9:00 a.m. —   Kitchen Help 

11:00 a.m.—Servers 

Clean Up 

Doors will open at 11:30 for 

our guests. 

 

Thank You, 

We also want to thank the 

anonymous donor of $100  

to the credit of FCC at the 

Montgomery Food Bank.  

Hopefully that person or 

persons will see our  

Newsle,er. 

Don Grobe 

Ar	e Schutz 

Farewell to the Spencers 
Edd and Mary Pat Spencer’s last Sunday 

as our Interim Sabba�cal Pastors will be 

Sunday, November 10.  They have  

requested in lieu of a farewell recep�on, 

that we each bring canned goods to  

worship for our food ministry.  This is a 

passion of theirs and they feel strongly about serving others.  

We will have baskets and or boxes to place our canned goods.  

Thank you for your giAs of food. 
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        A Picture of God 
We received our commitment le,ers and cards last month. Many of 

your le,ers had a special picture on the back ;  a picture li"ing up the 

blessings of the church drawn by one of our precious children.  These 

beau�ful pictures reminded me of a story. 

A li,le boy sat down at the kitchen table with his crayons and a big sheet of blank paper, and he started to 

draw.  His father no�cing the young boy hard at work at the table stopped to look.   “What are you doing, 

son?”  “I am drawing a picture of God” said the li,le boy.  “But son,” said the father, “you can’t draw a picture of God, nobody 

knows what God looks like.”  The li,le boy thought for a moment and said, “Well they will when I get through!” 

In this story, we would agree with the father that no one knows what God looks like, but maybe that is one of the reasons why 

God created us and called us to serve Him.  So that we could show the world what God looks like through our commitment to the 

church and all His people. 

If you didn’t return your  commitment card in �me for Dedica�on Sunday you s�ll have that opportunity.  Our generosity will help 

people have a be,er idea of what God looks like, for they will see God in us! 


